m Oncology Nutrition Services

Definition and Requirements

Omncology nutrition services are provided, on-site or by
referral, by Registered Dietitian Nutritionists (RDN) with
knowledge and skills to address nutrition and hydration
requirements and recommendations throughout the
continuum of cancer care, including prevention, diagnosis,
treatment, survivorship, and palliative care.

Multi-modality cancer treatments can impair a cancer
patient’s ability to consume, digest, and absorb essential
nutrition and hydration. RDNs—also known as Registered
Dietitians (RDs)—are uniquely trained to address
treatment-related symptom management, nutrition support,
and quality-of-life concerns through medical nutrition
therapy and education. In addition, RDNs are qualified to
discuss diet, nutrition, and lifestyle recommendations for
survivorship, health promotion, and disease prevention.

The cancer program defines and identifies the nutrition
services provided on-site and by referral. Components of
oncology nutrition services include, but are not limited to:
+ Screening and nutrition assessment for risk and
diagnosis of malnutrition, nutrition-related problems,
and overweight and obesity
« Medical nutrition therapy
« Nutrition counseling
« Nutrition education
« Management and coordination of enteral and parenteral
nutrition

MNutrition services not available at the facility must be
provided through a referral relationship to other facilities
and/or agencies.

Evaluating Oncology Nutrition Services

Each calendar year, the cancer committee must monitor,
evaluate, and make recommendations for improvements
to on-site oncology nutrition and hydration services and/
or referral services. The content of the review and any
recommendations for improvement are documented in the
cancer committee minutes.

If available, it is recommended that a RDN attend the cancer
committee meeting to lead the discussion and provide the
report.

Documentation

Submitted with Pre-Review Questionnaire
« Policies and procedures for providing oncology nutrition
services, on-site or by referral, by a Registered Dietitian
MNutritionist
« Cancer committee minutes that document the required
yearly evaluations of the oncology nutrition services

Measure of Compliance

Each calendar year, the cancer program fulfills all of the
compliance criteria:

1. Oncology nutrition services are provided, on-site or by
referral, by a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist.

2. The process for referring or providing oncology
nutrition services to cancer patients is monitored and
reviewed by the cancer committee and documented in
the cancer minutes.
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